

Podcast Transcript – Clackmannanshire Council 
I’m here with Stephen Moore, a member of the Accounts Commission, to talk about a follow up report on Clackmannanshire Council.  Stephen, can you tell me what this report is about.

Eighteen months ago, the Accounts Commission reported on Clackmannanshire Council. We raised serious concerns about the council’s financial position.

Over the last 12 months the council has responded positively to the findings we made in 2018, have made improvements and demonstrated a real determination to change. This includes making savings, appointing a new management team and improving how councillors and officers work together. 

We recognise that the pace of change has increased significantly from August 2018. Maintaining this momentum will be important.

However, whilst recognising the changes made, the Commission continues to have serious concerns about the council’s financial position as it faces making cumulative savings of over £23 million during the next three years. And to put that into some context, that is relative to an annual budget of around £120 million. 

There is now an urgent need for the council to put in place the changes necessary to address their financial position. The scale of the challenge facing them remains significant. 


What does all this mean for the public?

Our report is clear – the council faces a very challenging financial situation and it cannot continue to defer making difficult budget and spending decisions. The council needs to continue to engage with its communities about the choices it faces and how it plans to target its money to its priority areas. 


What are you calling for in today’s report? 

The financial position of the council is central. It needs to get its finances and services on a sustainable footing. The determination to change shown by the council over the last 12 months needs to continue.

The council must action their new corporate plan and take forward the fundamental changes needed. But the future remains very challenging for the council, urgent action is needed and the Accounts Commission continue to be seriously concerned about the financial position. 

Our auditors will continue to have a close interest in progress made. 

Stephen, thank you very much. And you can download and read the full report at www.audit-scotland.gov.uk 

