School leaver transcript
Lauren Lockhart and Sean Dickie, Trainee Auditors
Lauren: My name is Lauren Lockhart, and I started with Audit Scotland in June 2022.
Sean: I’m Sean Dickie and I joined Audit Scotland in October 2020 from my 5th year in school.
Lauren: When I was applying, I had attended university for two years. I'd gotten to the point where I kind of learned it wasn't really for me.
Sean: I was never really interested in going to university. As I think it’s prolonging going into work.
So I wanted to just get a head start on everyone.
Lauren: Your team are always really welcoming as soon as you come in. They are always open for you to ask questions and expect that you do. Your line manager and senior manager are always approachable. You don't feel worried about trying to get in touch with them.
Sean: For the exam period you go off to ICAS and sit your exams, which are tough, but it gets them out the way rather than constantly going. You’re there for about a month. But the support system is really good because there's so many people who have passed the exams and can give you loads of great tips and have study sessions with.
Lauren: In a typical week, it can look different all the time and so often it will be checking your emails first thing, being in touch with your team, maybe calls or messages being in touch with the client as well. You can be researching, you can be doing loads of different things. Sometimes it's group work, sometimes it's individual work, so you get a different flavour of everything.
When you look into it, just even a little bit, you'll see how it actually impacts everyone's daily lives from the NHS to how local government’s run.
Sean: You do feel like you’re making an impact. You can see something on the news if your team’s discovered something, that happens quite a lot to people I know and myself and overall you feel that you are making a difference.
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